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Introduction

What is “literary quality”? 

Text-extrinsic features:
● Reader and critic demographics (Lassen et al., 2022; Koolen, 2018)

● An effect of reception and cultural dynamics (Bourdieu, 1993; Casanova, 2007)

● The cultural capital of ruling classes (Guillory, 1995)

Text-intrinsic features:
● Authorial strategies and defamiliarization and foregrounding (Shklovsky, 1917; 

Mukarovský, 1964)

● Narrative coherence and style (Bizzoni et al., 2023c,a)
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Related Works

● Simplicity (Sherman 1893, Martin 1996, Garthwaite 2014)
● Economy - omitting needless words (King), or understating emotions 

(Hemingway)
● Affective aspects and narratology (Rebora 2023)
● Sentiment analysis from induced lexica (Islam et al. 2020)
● Changes in reader preferences as a historical development
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Corpus

● Collected by Hoyt Long and Richard Jean So, using the number of library 
holdings for their selections

● High brow (Don DeLillo, Philip Roth) to genre fiction (Tolkien, Philip K. Dick)
● Anglophone authors with few exceptions
● We looked for titles associated with different quality proxies in our corpus
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Quality Metrics

● Most complicated from a conceptual standpoint
● Crowd-based (many unfiltered readers) and expert-based (often institutionally 

affiliated)
● Continuous and discrete, author-based and title-based 
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Quality Metrics

Crowd-Based Metrics:

● GoodReads, Audible (and StoryGraph)
● Wikipedia Author rank
● Best-selling titles
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Quality Metrics

Expert-based Metrics: 

● Literary Awards (more than 20, genre-specific and not)
● Canonical Anthologies
● University Syllabi
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Quality Metrics

Hybrid Metrics:

● Number of translations
● Library holdings
● Crowdsourced lists



ARTS
AARHUS UNIVERSITY 30 APRIL 2024

LREC-COLING 2024
PhD
YURI BIZZONI

Textual Metrics

Readability and stylometry

● Five different readability metrics
● Sentence length, word length and linguistic constants
● Most robust: Dale-Chall, includes a list a “easy words”
● Type-token ratio
● Compressibility
● Unigram and bigram entropy
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Textual Metrics

Sentiment Analysis

● Mean sentiment and standard deviation
● Sentiment arcs
● VADER and Syuzhet
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Textual Metrics

“Narratologic” SA

● Hurst Exponent
● Approximate Entropy 
● Arc Compressibility

Mean SD
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Metadata

● Author, Title, Author’s Gender, BookID
● Publishing Date and Location
● Genre Tags
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Works using the resource

● Some works have already used the presented resource to explore the 
question of literary quality

● Train classifiers to gauge the perceived quality of unseen texts (Bizzoni et al. 
2023)

● Explore the relation of quality proxies to textual characteristics (Wu et al. 
2024, Feldkamp et al. 2024)
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Conclusions and Future Works

● Already allowed us to perform a number of unprecedented studies
● Many more features to come!
● We hope to encourage quantitative analysis of reception and literary quality
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Thank You!
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