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Sinhala; a highly inflectional, morphologically 
rich language (Indo-Aryan) ~ roughly 17M speakers

A resource-poor language, [Joshi et. al 2020]

Multilingual language models (MLMs) could be 
utilized.  There are monolingual language models as 
well. Which is better…?

• Identify the best models for Sinhala text 
classification tasks

• A new pre-trained monolingual model; SinBERT
(small/large)

• Recommendations for text classification with LMs 
for Sinhala

• New annotated Sinhala datasets for text 
classification 

No conclusive finding that either type is consistent across every 
Task for all languages (e.g. – PhoBERT [Nguyen et. al 2020]/CamemBERT
[Martin et. al 2019])

We experiment with, 
Multilingual: XLM-R, LaBSE, LASER
Monolingual : SinBERT, SinhalaBERTo, SinBERTo

4 classification tasks,
a) Writing style – 4 writing genres 
b) News source – 9 news sources
c) News category – 5 news domains
d) Sentiment – 4 sentiment classes

https://huggingface.co/NLPC-UOM
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