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RESEARCH GOAL

» Broader goal: mark inconsistencies in English-language newspaper portrayal of civic unrest in Hong Kong, 1998-2020
» This work: zoom in on 2019-2020:
1.What Hong Kong and western papers discuss about protests
2.How Hong Kong & western portrayals of Anti-Extradition Law Amendment Bill (ELAB) protests differ
3.Changes in protest coverage pre- and post-dJune 2019

KEYWORD DENSITY DIFFERENCES IN PORTRAYAL NEWS FRAMING
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HEADLINE ANALYSIS

*63% have long headlines (=6 words)
* 52% neutral, 32% judgmental, 15% mild

* DistiBERT sentiment analysis shows
* Hong Kong sources slightly more negative on
average (1.5%)
» The Times is the most negative (28.3% pos)

us-china, tension, war, dispute, uncertainty, culture, state-owned, protections, tourists,

heightened, prolonged, worsening, fallout, market, base, rise, travel, closer, argued

turmoill

* Embedding neighborhood differences and
percentiles show Hong Kong newspapers’

language is more negative and emotional

CHANGEPOINT ANALYSIS
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