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Goals of Corpus
◆BeSt annotates source and target belief and sentiment:

• Who believes what with what level of commitment?

• Who has what sentiment towards what?

◆BeSt annotates naturally occurring texts

• Newswire

• Discussion forums

◆ The annotatables are given by the prior ERE annotation

◆Annotation is carried out by trained annotators

◆Annotation is from the point of view of the author

• What does her language use tell us about her cognitive state, and 

her model of others’ cognitive state? 

◆Annotators use the whole text, but not world knowledge, to 

deduce this cognitive state. 

Relation to Prior Work

Annotation Scheme
◆Belief

• Source

• Target

• Belief Type:

• Sarcasm (yes or no)

◆Sentiment

• Source

• Target

• Sentiment type: 

• Negative

• Positive

• None (= no sentiment expressed)

• Sarcasm (yes or no)

Examples

Fat.The.Gangster: I have tickets to this Friday’s 

Brewers/Cubs game but the memory of my three hour

nightmare getting to Miller Park last time is making me 

nauseous. 

The only source in this example is the author, 

Fat.The.Gangster

NeoNerd: It’s just appeared on the AP wires and the BBC 

live coverage. People who spilled over from the “protest” 

attacked their car as it went down Regent Street. No harm 

done to them, apparently. 

Corpus Details
NW = newswire, DF = discussion forums

◆ Belief

◆ Sentiment

Target (Source = author) Belief Sentiment

Entity: Fat.The.Gangster, I, my, me --- none

Location relation: Fat.The.Gangster in Miller Park Committed Belief Positive

Transportation event: Fat.The.Gangster getting to Miller Park 

last time

Committed Belief Negative

Target Source Belief Polarity Sentiment

Harm event: People did harm to 

the royals (= them)

NeoNerd Reported Belief Negative None

AP Committed Belief Negative None

BBC Committed Belief Negative None
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